Chapter 1
The Purpose of Law

     Throughout all of our existence, the one overriding principle which has remained constant, the one great gift which is bestowed upon every intelligence ever formed into spirit and which is irrevocably incorporated into every action and dealing between Heavenly Father and each one of us, is the principle of moral agency. This one concept presides over all other edicts, commandments or admonitions ever offered and it is one principle which cannot be overruled or set aside. When the Lord showed Moses the vision of the world from beginning to end, He explained how Lucifer became the great Satan;
  "Wherefore, because that Satan rebelled against me, and sought to destroy the agency of man, which  I, the Lord had given him ....I caused that he should be cast down;"
 (Bold added)
     Beginning with our first parents, Adam and Eve, the Lord was quick to point out in clear and concise terms the reality of this principle when issuing the first "thou shalt not..." commandment. 
   "And I, the Lord God, commanded the man, saying; Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat,

    But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it, Nevertheless, thou mayest choose for thyself, for it is given unto thee; but remember that I forbid it, for in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die."

    In this instance the Lord revealed his will and declared a rather stiff penalty for non compliance. Death was to be the price for disobedience and the Lord reiterated his seriousness by stating that He forbade it. Surely He had the power not only to forbid this action but also to make it impossible for Adam and Eve to be disobedient to the command.  Notwithstanding, He clearly explained that the ultimate decision remained with them. He knew that theirs was the power to comply with or disobey the Father's will.

    While all prophets throughout history have exhorted, warned, prophesied, expounded and plead the word of God with the hope that the children of men would be obedient, they have also recognized that the principle of free agency was inviolate. However, one accompanying principle which is also inviolate and about which the prophets have warned is that every action has a consequence and all who exercise moral agency must necessarily accept the accompanying consequence.

   Of course, there are good consequences as well as bad. The Doctrine and Covenants states, 
   "There is a law, irrevocably decreed in heaven before the foundations of this world, upon which all blessings are predicated.

   And when we receive any blessing from God, it is by obedience to that principle upon which it is predicated."

   The principle is simple. If you want a specific blessing you must keep a specific commandment. The Law of Tithing, the Law of Chastity and the Word of Wisdom all contain blessings that can be obtained simply by obedience to their principles. Indeed, the greatest blessing we can obtain, even exaltation in the Celestial Kingdom, is attainable to all who "love me and keep my commandments."

    The Lord was speaking to Edward Partridge and his counselors in the 58th Section of the Doctrine and Covenants when He gave this advice for all who would listen saying;
    "Verily I say, men should be anxiously engaged in a good cause, and do many things of their own free will, and bring to pass much righteousness;

    For the power is in them, wherein they are agents unto themselves. And inasmuch as men do good they shall in nowise lose their reward."

    One of our popular hymns comes from an anonymous 19th century poem which recognized a great eternal truth as follows;
 "Know this, that every man is free. 

To choose his life and what he'll be.

And this eternal truth is giv'n, 
That God will force no man to heav'n."

    It is this eternal truth which allows God to say He is no respecter of persons. He provides rules and council for all and allows them to then walk the path of life as they choose.  

    The Lord loves all his children and wishes all to return to Him. The laws of His kingdom are universal in their applicability and availability to all.  This is what the Apostle Paul was saying to the Romans in his testimony about the Savior. The popular thought among the Jews was that they were the chosen people and all others were infidels, (a thought which permeates many cultures of the world today). This viewpoint would have necessarily excluded the Romans and all others, but Paul explained;
    "For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed.

    For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.

    For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.'

All laws and principles which exist in the Lord's kingdom must be universal in their application and efficacy in order to be inviolate. They must 'work' for any and all who obey them.

    The principles of good health, as contained in the Word of Wisdom are available to everyone who observes the guidelines as outlined by the Lord. Anyone who abstains from smoking or the use of alcohol will see the benefits of that abstinence, regardless of their race or religion. The principle is available to all for it is an eternal truth. It exists independent of any set creed or belief system. Even people with no particular religious or spiritual feelings whatsoever will benefit by compliance to its standards. Those who only abstain from tobacco because they don't like it, will enjoy the same benefits of not smoking, such as clear lungs and reduced exposure to lung diseases, as those who incorporate it into their religion.  Similarly, the sports enthusiast who loves to jog and the harried businessman who jogs solely to relieve stress will both see a similar improvement in cardiovascular condition and heart function regardless of their individual motivation. 

    We all recognize laws of nature as universal. We know, for example, that for a light to work it must have a positive wire to provide electricity and it must have a ground wire to complete the circuit. Do it any other way and the light will not turn on. The sincerity of the electrician will have no bearing on the operation of the light. The need or the urgency with which the light is required are immaterial in so far as the operation of the light is concerned. It will go on when it gets a positive lead with current and a ground wire to complete the circuit. If those conditions are met it will go on even if it is not wanted simply because the law is fulfilled.

   Sometimes we speak of overcoming a natural law or "fooling mother nature". However, the only way to 'break' a natural law is to apply a higher law. For example, the Law of Gravity is universal and crucial. It is the thing which pins us to this earth and keeps everything from floating into space. Even our atmosphere is held to this sphere by the Law of Gravity. How then do birds or airplanes fly? Our largest airliners now weigh almost 900,000 lbs. at takeoff yet they gracefully lift off the runway and soar to heights of over forty thousand feet at speeds of almost 600 miles per hour in seeming violation of the Law of Gravity. Birds and airplanes rely upon the principles of lift to overcome gravity. However, rather than defy the Law of Gravity, the Laws of Lift rely upon its unchanging properties to create lift for without it they would not work.

     Albert Einstein once said "the laws of nature are such that they must necessarily be constant throughout the universe".
 If it were not so, the universe would be in a state of chaos and no solar system, star or planet would be able to exist in any stable form. All laws must remain inviolate. We must be certain that the laws of gravity and lift will work together each time we board an airplane. The laws of electricity and electromagnetism must be constant in order for homes, buildings, machines and computers to function. The laws of thermodynamics must remain constant for weather to give us rain and seasons so that life can flourish. Those same laws govern the operation of motors and engines that power our vehicles and power plants. So too the laws of God must necessarily be constant so that we, as free agents, can rely on the promises made to all who would obey His will. Only by being certain of what is required of us can we effectively hold to and strive toward the goal of eventual salvation and exaltation in His kingdom.

   There are those who would argue that true moral agency comes only with the absence of law. They think anarchy gives man the right to do anything he chooses and law unnecessarily binds or constricts man and prohibits him from truly being free. Those who think thus have not understood that it is only the law which gives us the opportunity to choose at all. Without law there is no opposition or consequence. Without law there is no obedience or sin, no righteousness or wickedness and above all, no chance for growth and progression.  When an action is deemed right or wrong  by the ordination of a law we then are given the opportunity to do right or wrong  through compliance or disobedience to that law. We can become righteous or unrighteous by measuring the acts we do against the laws which govern them. Lehi explained this to his son Jacob while in the wilderness;
    "And if ye shall say there is no law, ye shall also say there is no sin. If ye shall say there is no sin, ye shall also say there is no righteousness. And if there be no righteousness there can be no happiness. and if there be no righteousness nor happiness there be no punishment nor misery. And if these things are not, there is no God. And if there is no God we are not, neither the earth; for there could have been no creation of things, neither to act nor to be acted upon; wherefore, all things must have vanished away."

   We must taste the bitter to recognize the sweet, feel the sad to recognize the happy and sense the despair to acknowledge the joy. Lehi saw the grand scheme of things in this Law of Opposition and taught it to Jacob;

   "And to bring about his eternal purposes in the end of man, after he had created our first parents, and the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air, and in fine, all things which are created, it must needs be that there was an opposition; even the forbidden fruit in opposition to the tree of life; the one being sweet and the other bitter.

   Wherefore, the Lord God gave unto man that he should act for himself. Wherefore, man could not act for himself save it should be that he was enticed by the one or the other."
    
   Sin is the willful breaking of a law or commandment. Lehi taught his children that without law there could be no sin. That might be a very enticing prospect for some, but Lehi understood that for man to be elevated above the beast he needed to act for himself in doing that which was required by God. Righteousness is not achieved by accident but by willfully choosing the right over the wrong. Notice that Lehi said, "And to bring about his eternal purposes in the end of man..." (Bold added). Remember, The Lord has stated:
"For behold, this is my work and my glory - to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of man."

    Obviously, Lehi knew that in order for God to bring about His purposes for mankind, men needed to be put in situations wherein they were forced to choose ".....the one or the other." Through trial and error, we can learn where our weaknesses lie. Hopefully, by experience we might learn that  "...wickedness never was happiness..."
 and learn to choose the right. In any event, the choices we make will reveal to us what our individual weaknesses are.    

    There are many times in our lives when we silently wish that someone else would make our choices for us but then wisdom would never be gained and insight would be lost. One of the principle reasons we were sent to this Earth was to gain wisdom by our experiences.  Going back to our first parents in the garden, it was Eve who said to Adam as they left the Garden, "It is better this way; that through our experience we may learn good from evil." Prior to that time Lucifer had offered Adam the chance to "...become as the Gods, knowing good from evil..." by simply partaking of the forbidden fruit.  Though Adam might have gained knowledge he would have had no chance to understand why good was good and evil was evil. He needed to see for himself, either through his own experiences or by watching and observing the actions of others.

    For humans to be perfected it is necessary for them to see their weakness that they might know what to overcome and where growth is most required. Ultimately, every aspect of our lives will be examined and our opportunity to grow and perfect ourselves will be a lifelong process.

    Growth and perfection are not automatically brought about however, just because we see our faults. It is the spirit with which we accept our faults which determines how they will affect our growth. Whenever we see a weakness, we have two ways to react. If we react with pride the weakness will be covered and lay resident in our personality forever. There it will be a hindrance to our efforts to draw nearer to Heavenly Father.  Indeed, pride is the response of the natural man. The instinct to say "no one is going to tell me what to do or how to live my life" brings to mind the scripture which says;
    "Behold, ere he is aware, he is left unto himself, to kick against the pricks, to persecute the saints, and to fight against God."

    The natural man is an enemy to God and always has been and always will be because left to himself he will cover his weaknesses and present them to the world as strengths and never overcome them. The more he is lifted up in his pride the harder his heart becomes until there is no room left within for the softer things such as love of one's self and love of one's fellow man. Certainly, there would be no room for love towards that God who would expose his weakness.

      There is ample evidence of the pride of the world and how it keeps men in bondage to their own carnality and sin. How many wars and serious disputes have been fought over pride. The pursuit of vain glory has led to the suffering of countless thousands of innocent souls who have fallen victim to madmen lifted up in foolish pride. Kingdoms have fallen and nations have perished because one man would not be humbled. One prominent example of this would be the Pharaoh of Egypt before Moses. His pride only was sufficient to keep him from acknowledging the power of the Lord until, in utter and humiliating defeat, he finally was forced to let Moses and his people go. Even then, after he had regained his strength, he sent his armies out to recapture the Israelites, only to watch them be swallowed up by the waters of the Red Sea. Pride has been the single greatest downfall of mankind since the days of Adam and always will be.

   Men are not hopelessly condemned to the awful fate that awaits the proud however. The Lord is constantly beckoning for man to turn to him. The pathway is deceptively simple and the first step is humility. The Lord says;
    "For the natural man is an enemy to God, and has been from the fall of Adam, and always will be, forever and ever, unless he yields to the enticings of the Holy Spirit, and putteth off the natural man and becometh a saint through the atonement of Christ the Lord, and becometh as a child, submissive, meek, humble, patient, full of love, willing to submit to all things which the Lord seeth fit to inflict upon him, even as a child doth submit to his father."
  (bold added)
    Humility is the great first step required of all of us to begin the process of becoming like our Father. Humility softens the heart and makes it more capable of turning outward, accepting others and loving them in spite of their faults because we are aware of our own faults. We learn to accept others and hope they will accept us knowing that we all are on the same path to perfection. As we become more and more humble we will begin to feel the strength that comes from the Holy Ghost working in our hearts. This is the gift of the Comforter which the Lord has promised his children. The Holy Ghost will, if we let him, teach us all we need to know to improve and perfect ourselves but it takes a quiet, peaceful, humble heart to hear the still, small voice with which he speaks.

   The brother of Jared was told by the Lord; 
   "And if men come unto me I will show them their weakness. I give unto men weakness that they may be humble; and my grace is sufficient for all men that humble themselves before me; for if they humble themselves before me, and have faith in me I will make weak things become strong unto them."
   
   The act of coming to God is a humble and spiritual act of contrition and love. At first glance it would seem that showing us our weakness would be a cruel and debasing reward for turning to God. However, we must realize that the natural man which resides in all of us will never inherit His glory. The most loving thing a kind Father could do is show us the things in our life which impede our return to Him so that through faith and real effort we can overcome them to be more like Him.  The Lord continued speaking to the Brother of Jared by explaining; 
    "...wherefore, thy garments shall be made clean. And because thou has seen thy weakness thou shall be made strong, even unto the sitting down in the place which I have prepared in the mansions of my Father."
  (Bold added)
   The Lord has stated that his house is a house of order. On earth the Lord has instituted a set of laws and rules to provide order to this temporal existence for us. His laws are simply the best way to get through this mortal probation with happiness and joy.  Lehi stated :
    "Adam fell that men might be; and men are, that they might have joy."

     Doctrine and Covenants 134, which was given to delineate our position on and feelings about government and law clearly demonstrates the value of law in society.
   " We believe that governments were instituted of God for the benefit of man; and that He holds men accountable for their acts in relation to them, both in making laws and administering them, for the  good and safety of society.

   We believe that no government can exist in peace, except such laws are framed and held inviolate as will secure to each individual the free exercise of conscience, the right and control of property, and the protection of life.

   We believe that every man should be honored in his station, ruler and magistrates as such, being placed for the protection of the innocent and the punishment of the guilty; and that to the laws all men show respect and deference, as without them peace and harmony would be supplanted by anarchy and terror; human laws being instituted for the express purpose of regulating our interests as individuals and nations, between man and man; and divine laws given of heaven, prescribing rules on spiritual concerns, for faith and worship, both to be answered by man to his maker."
   (Bold added) 
     If one were to live all the laws perfectly with real intent and purity of heart, he would certainly have an abundance of peace, joy and harmony. When people find their lives riddled with unhappiness and misery they usually need look no farther than the degree to which they live God's commandments to find the cause. It may be argued that there are many things beyond our control which have a direct influence on our lives. This is true. However, we have been promised the Comforter in times of trial to bring peace to our troubled souls. 

   While in Liberty Jail, away from the loving warmth of family and home, away from the society of friends and fellow saints who loved and supported him, and in a position where he could do nothing for the suffering of those who were being set upon by mobsters, Joseph Smith found himself feeling lonely, sad and angry about the position in which he and his brethren found themselves. His anguished prayer and the remarkable answer are found in the 121st section of the Doctrine and Covenants;
   "O God, where art thou? And where is the pavilion that covereth thy hiding place?

    How long shall thy hand be stayed, and thine eye, yea thy pure eye, behold from the heavens the wrongs of thy people and of thy servants, and thine ear be penetrated with their cries?

   Yea, O Lord, how long shall they suffer these wrongs and unlawful oppressions, before thine heart shall be softened toward them, and thy bowels be moved with compassion toward them?"

He concludes his prayer with the sad and humble plea;
   "Remember thy suffering Saints O our God; and thy servants will rejoice in thy name forever!'
    
   Surely here was an occasion where the Prophet Joseph had reason to be unhappy through the actions of others and yet the Lord's response was one of comfort which gave great hope to Joseph and his brethren within the dark and damp walls of their wretched prison. The Lord responded;
   "My son, peace be unto thy soul; thine adversity and thine afflictions shall be but a small moment;

And then, if thou endure it well, God shall exalt thee on high; thou shalt triumph over all thy foes."
  (Bold added)
      The first thing the Lord did for Joseph was give him peace in the midst of adversity and the comfort of righteousness while surrounded by such despicable wickedness. Peace and happiness are only affected by the external elements of our lives to the degree which we allow them to be. We have all known people who seem to always be unhappy regardless of their circumstances while others seem to be happy in spite of whatever trials befall them. Some people look at each challenge of life as one more defeat while others view them as opportunities for growth. No one likes the hardships and difficulties of life but some allow themselves to be beaten down and defeated by them. They surrender all hope of happiness now or in the future because life hasn't gone just right for them. Others seem to thrive on challenge and even though each one may be unique and difficult to one degree or another, they approach each one knowing that there is hope at the end. Overcoming means victory and victory is glorious from a heavenly perspective.

   The Lord and all the prophets have told us time and again that righteous living brings happiness in the midst of trial and peace in the midst of adversity. By obedience to the laws that the Lord has set forth we can be assured of inner peace and happiness in this world and in the kingdom to come.
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